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throne, and turned a deaf ear to the warnings of his
courtiers. The arrival of Voukacin before his palace
at Pristina at the head of an army found him unpre-
pared to resist. The son of Dusan fled almost alone
from his capital towards the mountains of Bosnia,
but perished on the way by the hand, or at any rate
the command, of his rival, in 1367. Such was the
inglorious end of the great Serb conqueror's son and
heir. Within little more than ten years after Dusan's
death his Empire was dismembered and his child
a fugitive.

The usurper did not long enjoy the fruits of his
crime. The Turks, under the able leadership of
Amurath I., one of the greatest generals of his time,
continued their career of conquest Their advance
in the direction of Servia aroused Voukacin's fears
for the safety of his throne. Summoning the chief-
tains together, he implored them to forget their dis-
sensions and join him in a campaign against the
Turkish conqueror. An army nearly as large as that
which had followed Dusan on his last expedition was
collected, and Voukacin believed himself to be the
leader of a new crusade. At first his efforts were
successful, and Amurath received a severe check on
the spot, where a few years earlier the Serbs had been
routed with such loss. But in the dead of night
Amurath surprised the Servian camp and completely
destroyed the army of the Christians. The flower of
the Serb nobility perished either by the scimitars
of the Turks or in the waters of the river Marica.
Voukacin, after fighting with desperate courage, fled
with a handful of retainers, one of whom murdered